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SOURCE A WEST GERMAN JOURNALIST WITH GOOD CONTACTS IN GOVERNMENT AND PARTY 
CIRCLES (f),.. WHO' WAS PRESENT. 



* 1. DURING THE "even ing OF 23 FEBRUARY Siy A GliCiOP OF' LEADING 

CDU/CsO' DUNDESTAGE DEIJ:gATES had DiNNER WITH, members of the' 
german Pr£ss CLUB IN B0N'N'..- ' 'AFtER 'DINNER ^ M OFF -THE-REC ORD 
DISCUSSION CONC^ ING ‘’c URRMf'^^POLftlCAt PROBLEMS 'fte PLACE V 

the' almost' sole SUB^Ct'“bF''THESt‘’Dt^CUsS'l6^^ WAS'"tI1e gEHMAN/' ' 

■ • li. ;.c. zh -did ' *' *•■' 

A MER IC AN F IN ANCIA L . NEG OT I ATION S .. ............ 

'' '2 ''HERRMANN “'hOECHER^^^ W Wt.'" W #-'tHt"'' " 



BUNDESTAG." ^D"v.iCE-CHATRMAN'"(^ 



! ! 
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T * *, ’ 

§T)^’E DELECATlONi 

rECV'].?.;: iK'- . rt;’.'. ' L'aE:.. .j.'.’."' C'' iMVC.F'rT.'OK* RV:.. V' ; '. .• • • 

SPOKE. AT length AND WITH CONSIDERABLE VEHEMENCE ON THIS' SUBUECT. 

H 'is ' STA-T^lENTS''“c3ftN“’&"^ S UM'MA rVtED'.' 'AS'' F^itlO&’s'r "■'i 

p;i.‘:o::E/ 'iL .nr.EivD'iLiM ei/ici-: i':zy ■: . 
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. , A. foreign minister HEINRICH VON BREN TAN 0 HAD' NOT' BEEN 

AUTHORIZED TO COMMIT BONN. TO CONJJNUINGl'^YEARLY:^^^^ AID CONTRI- 

'butions. ‘If he had been given such an authorization from the 
chancellor, the latter had clearly acted 'in an unccnstutional 
MA^^NER, because NO ONE, NOT EVEN ' tHE'' CHi^CELL'6R^ RIG'HT ' To' 

MAKe'cOMMITMENTS 'of^TO nature,' INV5LvfNG TiatfeND'Ss OUtLAYSTROM 
THE federal BUDGET, WITHOUT PRIOR C'ONSULTATION'inH'm BONDESTAG. 



B. IF IT DEVELOPS THAT THE CHANCELLOR DID AUTHORIZE. BRENTANO 

' '' '■ ,'«r C i* 



TO MAKE LONG TERM COMMITMENTS , HE“ (HO^^^^ H'AVIN'd DISCUSSED 

this" "with other lead in g‘ me M'k 6 'f‘tHE ci)U?d'S li“ BBN DEsfi^'^ 'DELEG ATI ON , 
WILL MAKE CLEAR TO THE CHANCELLbrTftA^^^ HAD OVER'S%PPEI)' HIS 
AUmORITY AND THAT HE (THE CHANCELLOR) WILL HAVE TO SEE HOW HE 

, ^ i 

CAN GET OUT OF THE DIFFICULTY,'' BECAUSE tHE CDU/b'SU B'UNd'ESTAG 
delegation will not support him (THE CHANCELLOR) BY PROVIDING 
'. .TOE N£CESSARY;:BUDGET'. . .... ,• .. . 

■ C. THE BUNDESTAG WILL BE GOING FAR IF IT 'ABPRbyEb'.'EVEN THE ' 

FUNDS NECESSARY TO MEET THE COMMITMENT TO WASHINGTON ; FOR 1961. 

THERE IS CONSIDERABLE RESISTANCE TO PROVIDING 'THESE FUNDS FROM THE 
REGULAR BUDGET, AND IT IS TOTALLY OUT OF THE dtlESTION FOR THE 
BUNDESTAG TO RAISE TAXES IF THE CURRENT iSUDGET IS INSUFFICIENT TO MEET 
THE COMMITMENTS. FURTHERMORE, IT IS .JUST ABOUT’ CERTAIN THAT THE 
BUNDESTAG WILL REFUSE TO RAISE TAXES, EVEN AFTER THE ELECTION, IN 
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ORDER TO PROVIDE FUNDS FOR SUC.GEEDTNG. VEARS^. 



D, ECONOMICS MINISTER LUDWIG ERHARD WAS ENTIRELY CORRECT WHEN 

HE INFORMED THE CDU/CSU CAUCUS ON 2.1 FE.BRUARY «1 THAT IT WAS 

RIDICULOUS TO PROVIDE SUCH TRE^ENDOUS AMOUNTS WHEN THE PURP.QSES 

FOR WHICH THE MONEY IS TO BE USED IS NOT EVEN KNOWN, MUCH. LESS 
♦ 

AGREED UPON.. ALSO, BONN WIE;L PUT ITSElF INTO A SHAMEFUL POSITION 
IF IT ALLOTS FWDS FOR- REPOSES NOT QF^ ITS OWN ^CHOOSING... IF FOREIGN 
AID- funds' ;ARE"’rR.OVII)EL, .and- some F^QRM OF FOREIGN ?AlD PROGRAM WILL OF 
COURSE BE ffiGisLAXED, BiEN BONN SHOULD :REEEI.VE FULL CREDIT KOR- 
WHAT IT 'lE-TONGi ' ^ ^ 

E:.: ^ft'N'ANCE MINISTER FRANZ ETm -fe EN®^ ' . 






INFORMED; ‘THE SAME' CAUC US THAT 'sUCH .MAGNjlTUnE' '.OF- ?F-!UNPS-''C#lN% 

POSSTBLY'- Be' EkReNOED ‘ 1N‘ ¥ iMEAii'iNGF UL J/ASHT^ONW ^:URTRERM0RE ,v (EVEN- 
IF 'TftE OOMltl.-niNT fBr FOMoN'-AID FUNbR-^F.OR ^MEt-^iAi^D' ^ Of :' 

Wis TW¥lRlbESTAG W NEgESSARY 
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C QMMIT^W ‘Bor ^BrE-LgK%TD'’e^^^ W 'SDCCEEdM' .teRS ?I^EA^I•]NGLE 
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'iSiCKRMmilfiCD itNOT^ENIER :INT0 .THE iDlSCUSSION vVERY MUCH . RUT MADE ; Np. 
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